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- the Father, is this, to visit the fatherless and 


widows in their affliction, and to keep himself 


anspotted from the world,”—James i. 27. 

Much is said aout religion at the present 
‘day. It is considered a subject of impor- 
tance, andas such, demands a @andid inves- 
tigation, that we may be able to understand 
ia what it eonsiste ; ad what are its requir” 
ments. Men have seen fit to “apply the 
term tocertain systems of their own fabri- 
eation, and have considered men religious, 
er irreligious, asthey have embraced or re- 
jected those systems, For instance—Saul 
of Tarsus, when zealously engaged in per- 
wecuting the church of God, and defending 
and supporting the doctrines of the Scribes 
‘and Pharisees, was considered by them, as 
a very religious man. He says, they 
“ which knew me from the beginning, if they 
would testify, that after the most straight 
wect of our religion, I lived a Pharisee.” 
Again, “‘ For ye have heard of my cenver- 
gation in times past, in the Jew's religion, 
how that beyond measure I persecuted the 
ehurch of Christ,” Gal,i. 13. It appears 
then, that the Jews had a religion, which 
‘was contrary, and opposed to the religion of 
Jesus. Others may have a system of relig- 
jon, as well as the Jews, that is opposed to 
the church of Christ, and it therefore be- 
somes proper as well as necessary, that 
those who are seriously disposed to possess 
and enjoy religion in its purity, should turn 
from the systems and creeds of men, and 
search the divine testimony for instruction 
en this important subject. 

James says, “If any man among you, 
veem to be religious, and bridleth ‘not his 


quested to notice the expression, ‘seem to 
be *eligions.”” A man then may seem to be 
whathe isnot. How then are we to deter- 
mine on this subject ? James gives the an- 
syer——“ and bridleth not his tongue.” That 
ig whatever pretensions a man may make, 
Dever much he may “seem to be relig- 
ivus,” if he is continually baekbiting and 
dandering others, speaking evil of them, &c. 
that man is deceiving himself, his religion is 
vair—he knows nothing of pure religion. 
This same Apostle has said, “ the tongue is 
é fire, a world of iniquity ; so is the tongue 
imongst our members, that it defileth the 


hature ; and it is set on fire of hell.” 
Pare religion, which consists in love to 
God, and love to men, bridleth the tongue. 





_ : : - Hence James says, he that seems to be re-} Ph 
Pure religion, aad undefiled before God and tigious, and bridleth not his tongue, his re- | holiness and righteo 


igion is vain. The Saviour hath said, “ by 
ir fruits ye shall know them.” And as 
he tongue is the organ by which we express 
thoughts and feelings, it manifests the 
ee which reigns inthe heart. ‘The Apos- 
ie defines pure religion thus—‘ Pure relig- 
on, and undefiled before God and the Fa- 
“iethis, to visit the fatherless and the 
ows in their affliction, and to keep him- 
[elt unspotted from the world.” Reader, 
| dost thou do this ? Is the pittance thou hast 
| to spare, given to support the poor father- 
,less child, and to bring it up in usefulness ? 
i Is it given to lighten the burden of the poor 
‘lonely widow 2 Can the fatherless lift up the 
voice of thankfulness for thy charities ? Can 
the widow supplicate the blessings of heaven 
on thy head } and dost thou keep thyself un- 
spotted from the foul influence of envy, ha- 
tred, wrath, and strife ; and does the spirit 
| of love bridle thy tongue ? Ifso,’pure re- 
‘ligion reigns in thy heart, and all its bless- 
ings follow thee.—Rel. Inquirer. 










Heresy, as it has been understood. 


When Latimer, (afterwards bishop of 
| Worcester,) had obtained great celebrity by 
his zeal and efforts against the erro:s of 

pery, Dr. Buckingham, prior of Black Fri- 
ars, endeavoured from the pulpit to expose 
the dangerous tendency of his opinions ; 
and particularly inveighed against his heret- 
ical notion, of having the scriptures trans- 
lated into English. ‘If that heresy,”’ said 
he, “were to prevail, we should soon see 
an end to every thing useful among us. The 
ploughman, reading, that ‘ ifhe put his hand 
to the plough and should happen to look 





fongue, but deceiveth his own heart, this 


back, he was unfit for the kingdom of God,’ 


SS SS pee 


whole body, and setteth on fire the course of | 


sh ae 


wan’s religion is vain.” ‘The reader is re-| would goon lay aside bis labour. ‘The baker 


‘likewise, reading, that ‘# little leaven will 

, corrupt his lump,’ would give us very insip« 

-id bread. The simplé mem also, findin 

- himself commanded ‘ to pluck out his eye,’ i 
a few years we should have the nation full of 

‘blind beggars. " 


“ The tree is known by hie fruit.” 

Whatever pretension then may make te 
piety or religion, it is but fair that they should 
i be tried, by the standard~which they ack- 

noWledge, the only decisive rule of faith and 
| practice. Professors of teligion must ex- 
,cuse us, for not taking their profession or 

laration of having met with a change, or 
ing born again ving joined some 
,chdrch, as sufficient evigence of their being 
| the disciples and follow@s of, Christ. The 

frisees of old made pretensions to 
; they loved to 
make long prayers ; they fasted often, pro- 
|fessedly were great friends to God, and 
| were careful not to associate with sinners, 
| But notwithstanding all this, they are charg - 
ed with hypocrisy and deceit. 

Professions then are not sufficient evi- 
dence of the existence of religion in the 
heart, nor is a close afteption to a certains 
round of that is call gr retigious duties of 
ceremonies ; for afl this may bé Wore by 
those who feel not the life-giving power of 
the gospel. Men may do all this and yet 
possess, as did the Jews, a most cruel, bit- 
ter, persecuting spirit. Jesus said, “ by 
their fruits ye shall know them.” Paul 
says, “the fruit of the spirit is love, jov, 
peace, long suffering, gentleness, goodness, 
faith, meekness, temperance.” Now if 
these are the fruits of the spirit of God, have 
we not a right to expect that they, who sa 
they are not of this world, but of God, wi 
show these fruits in their daily practice ; 
and if we do not behold them, have we not 
a right to say, notwithstanding their profes- 
sion, that they are npt the disciples of Christ. 

He who styled himself the good shepherd, 
has given us this exhortation, “come unto 
me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden 
and I will give you rest—take my yoke upom 
you and learn of me, for I am meek and low- 
ly of heart, and ye shall find rest to your 
souls ;” we also read of the “ ornament of 
a meek and quiet spirit which in the sight 
of God, is of great price.” Meekness is @ 
fruit of the spirit, and we are directed, “ir 
lowliness of mind, let each esteem others 
better than themselves,” 


Would these who profess so much relig- 










ion at the present day, be willing that we 








is , 
———SS SSE 
should apply this rule, and measure their 
pretensions. Ifwe shouid, shall we be able | 





to find this spirit ef meekness, this lowliness, but and hear him say, in the true whiskey chil if 
of mind, which esteems others better than | style, ‘“‘ Landlord, give us a good glass of edge ; thirst aiter information, as the miser 


itself’; shall we not rather find a spirit of grog,” thinks I to myseli, 1 guess—he don’t does after wealth ; treasure up ideas with 


pride—a vain boasting of being better thag | 
others—a disposition to say, ‘stand by, 
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When at another time [ see a florid-taced 
way-iaring man. walking briskly up to the 


work it right. 
When I have frequent occasions to pass 








— 
ON GAINING KNOWLEDGE. 
Again, and again I say, cultivate, m 
ren, a taste tor the acquisition ef kno 












the same eagerness as he does pieces of — 
gold. Let it not be said, that for'you the — 


come not nigh for I am holier than thou.” |by a publick house and always observe a' greatest of human beings have lived, and — 
‘Whoever has noticed the character and con-| collection of long-bearded, rum-looking, the most splendid of human minds have writ- — 
duct of professurs must be sensible, that in-: garment-tattered men about the premises, 1 ten in vain. You live in a world of books, 


stead of following the example of him who | 
was “meek and lowly of heart,” and who} 


am certain that they—don’t work ut right. 
And when I step of an errand and see the 


and they contain worlds of thought. Devote 
allthe time that can be lawfully spared from 


said, “‘ my kingdom is not of this world,” | bar-tender, under the eye of his employer, business io reading. Lose not an hour.— 
they have been aiming at wealth, dominion, | dealing out sling and bitters tu persons who Ever have some favorite author at hand, to 


popularity and power, both spiritual and | 
temporal ; and the candid observer must at 
once see, that in room of that heart-hum-— 
bling, and pride sybduing doctrine taught | 
by Christ and his Apostles, they cherish 
that pride which causes divisions, and pre- 
vents the exercise of the charities of domes- | 
tic and social life. Should this pride eon- 
tinue to increase as it has for a few years 
past, preventing people from visiting each 
other unlessthey are members of the churq, 
and agree in matters of religiop ; and pro- 
ducing the greatest extravagance in build- 
ing and decorating houses for publick wor- 
ship—making them. the resort of the fash- 
tonable, we may expect soon to have none 
admitted without procuring tickets for that 

r , lest the speautirut house should 
be defiled by the presence of sinners, and 
the pious fashionables, and spiritually proud, | 
wounded in their feelings, by associating 
with the less favored part. of community. 
We may also expect a select choir of sing- 
ers, who shall all of the regeperate, for 
according to the bigotry and superstition of 
times past, a singer has no business to sing 
praises to God ; for fear that one who is 
not regenerated, fashionable and respecta- 
ble, will injure the voices, or defile the 
praises offered by the favored and pious 


w. 
The fruit of the spirit is love, joy, peace, 
long sffering, &c. but do we find a disposi- 
tion to cultivate peace—Yes, if we will tame- 
ly submit to their will, and yield to their dic- 
tation ; but once question the truth of their 
doctrine, or have an opinion of your own 
which you mean to exercise, and you at once 
find the amount of the love, joy, peace, and 
long suffering which reigns in the heart. 
Rel. Inquirer. 





“ HE DON’T WORK IT RIGHT” 

When upon a long winter evening I hap- 
pen to step into a bar-room, and find half 
the men in the neighbourhood. smoking ci- 
gars, telling stories, and heating the flip 
iron, instead of being with their families, in- 
structing their children, listening while they 
read some useful book or improving their 
minds by reading themselves, I should say, 


if I had alittle more courage or good old 


work it right. 





yankee frankness, gentlemen, you—don’t | 


have already taken twice as much abroad as 
they can saiely carry without foundering, I 
go away saying to myself, nobody here— 
works tt right. | 

When I go into a store, and find a doze} 
hangers-on, huddled about the stove and! 
telling large stories, and smell the fumes cf} 
whiskey, and see the glass upon the counte 
with brown sugar sticking to the inner sur! 
face, I have more than half a mind to beck: | 
on the trader aside, and whisper in his ear | 
friend, you—don’l work wd right. “If you 
permit such things, the more sober and tfe:| 
spectable of your customers will leave you.” 

When I meet a transient acquaintance on 
the side walk, and he seizes my hand and is 
so glad to see me, and I discover ga junk 
bottle of cider brandy partly concealed un- 
der his coat, I know what I think—he don’! 
work i right. 

When I overtake a footman in a snowy 
day, who tells me that he has travelled tar, 
and I give him a seat in my sleigh, and. he 
being to the windward, my olfactory we 
are saluted as if I had taken in a barrel of 
stale whiskey, “‘ Thinks I to mysel!,” who 
is he ? Where did he come from? Sure, in 
taking up such a grog-bruiser, I hev’nt work- 
ed u right. 

When I see a man stirring up sling five 
miles from home and letting histeam stand 
at the door an hour, after haviag been out 
all day in the cold, without any thing to eat, 
cruel master, says I to myselfi—he don’t 
work it right. 

When I see a carbuncled faced veteran 
in the wars of Bacchus, shouldering his last 
half bushel of rye and carrying it a mile to 
the distillery to barter it for a quart of “ kill 
all,” when his children at home have noth- 
ing to eat, and his wife, brooding over three 
embers is wishing she had died before she 
married him, need I take up your ink and 
type in saying, that—he don’t work i! right. 

When, just in the wake of a terrible snow 
storm, two or three shivering and half clad 
children, whose father I know to be a drunk- 
ard, come in with their basket, to beg a lit- 
tle cold victuals and a few crusts of bread 
0 how my heart pities them and how am I 
tempted to say something much stronger 
and harsher, than that their reprobate pa- 
rent—don’t work it right. 

New-England Inquirer. 





the perusa! of whose productions the hours, 
and those hours, which would otherwise be 
wasted, might be devoted. Time ‘is pre~ 
cious. Its ragments like those of diamonds, 
are too valuable to be lost. 
INCREASE OF LIGHT. 

_ To all who desire to have truth prevail, it 
is gratiiying to hear oi its advancement, 
Those who delight to pore ove: the rem- 
nants of theological darkness, ard content 
themselves under the preaching of those 
whose interest leads them to sing the praises 
of popular error, know very little of the true 
condition of our country in a religious point 
of view. Truth, in ten thousand ways, is 
sapping the very foundation of error. The 
North is giving up, and the Scuth keeps not 
back ; the revivifying rays of gospel light 
are shining in the East, and the West is al- 
ready illumipated by its effulgcnt beams. 
Truly, they that sat in darkness have seen 
a great light. : 

A letter bearing date, Chificothe, O. Feb. © 
3, 1827, gives us the following descri;tion 
ofthe moral condition of that place and the 
region round about. “The prospect in 
this country is truly gladdening to the hearts 
of all the friends of gospel liberty. The 
great 1 AM speeds the good work. Thou- 
sands who have long bowed the knee to 
Baal, and who have sat in darkness and the 
region of the shadow of death, may now say | 
‘light has sprung up ;” they now are enqui< 
ring the way to Zion, having their faces 
thitherward. The rapid progress that liber- 
al and rational christianity is making in thie 
part of God’s heritage, is truly astonishing. 
‘It is the Lord’s doing, and marvellous in 
our eyes.’ I met a day or two since with 
an aged man, whose locks were blossomin 
for the tomb, who has lately been deliveral 
from the grievous bondage of error and su- 
perstition into the glorious liberty of that 
truth which maketh free. ‘Ah,’ said he; 
the tears trickling down his furrowed cheeks, . 
‘T have long neglected this great salvation ¢ 
I have long worshipped them which are no 
Gods ; but now, blessed be the true God, 
the scales have left mine eyes : I shall now 
depart in peace ; for mine eyes have seen 
the salvation of God.’ Such language bursts 
from wherever I go. Multitudes have tasted 
and seen that the Lord is good unto all, and 
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that his tender mercies are over all his: 
works ! May God grant that the good work | 
may go on until an emancipated Universe | 
shall shout hallelujah to our God.” | 

The above is but one instance among a! 
thousand of a similar descriptton, which ' 
might be noticed. The wilderness blossoms 
like the rose ; and truth, with rapid strides, 
is travelling onward tothe grand consumma- 
tion. The aged, are receiving into their 
hearts the balm of Gilead : the middle aged 
are seeking and finding the truth : the young 
are beginning to ponder the wonderful mer- 
ey of God ; and the time will soon arrive 
when, 

¢ Infant voices shall proclaim 
The honours of Immanuel’s name.’ 

An aged and highly respected brother re- 
siding about two hundred miles east of this 
place, in view of the increase of light, ex- 
horts us to “blow the jubilee trumpet to 
earth’s remotest bounds ;”? and had we the 
ability, the soul-saving theme of eternal love 
should soon be substituted throughout the 
widely extended heritage of God, for the 
tormenting jargon of wo, misery and death ! 
As it is, we feel thankful to the great God 0 
the universe ; and would, with thousands of 
happy believers begin now the anthem of 
heaven here on earth, by saying, “ glory té 
God-in the highest, on earth peace, goo¢ 
will towards men.””— Gospel Advocate. 





ORTHODOX STORIES versus TRUTH 
“One Tie always makes way for another.” 

The “ National Philanthropist” recently 
published an account of a drunken man 
hanging himself with the bell-rope of the 
Universalist Church, Cambridgeport, (Ms.) 
The story of the bell-rope, we knew to be a 
forgery, because we well knew that Church 
‘had no such appendage, unless the proprie- 
tors had purchased one to lay up against 
they should happen to obtain a bell. But 
next, some of the weaker friends of truth [ ?] 
in this town, saw fit to add that the drunken 
man was a Universalist. Thus, one lie 
gave birth to another. It however turns 
out, by an account from a Boston paper, 
that the whole narrative is a sheer fabrica- 
tion, no such event having occurred in any 
Church or any place in Cambridgeport nor 
vicinity. Thus, as is usual, where Ortho- 
doxy even deigns to mention the term Uni- 
versalist. she has contaminated it with false- 
hood. The story, however, may have its 
moral : perhaps this fancied vagrant, seen 
stalking about the Universalist Meeting- 
house, was the Orthodox devil ! Poor thing ! 
we have long expected he would come to his 
end by a violent death; and we know no 
place more likely to afford him a halter to 
execute his purpose with, than a Universal- 
ist Church. If he have committed suicide 
we hope his friends, according to the good 
old laws of New-England, will bury him 
where four roads meet, drive a stake through 





+govern the determinations of their supreme 


“fects might not be so extensive ; but your 


measures to quiet his manes, that his ghost 
may not disturb them, For we do not think 
they have treated him very well of late. 
For, although they believe that God has 
compromised with him, and yielded up to 
him irrevocably, a certain part of the human 
race, they have recently manifested a strong 
desire to curtail the number, and ef course 
his power, by taking from his devilship, all 
they can get.— Wilmington, NV. C. Liberalist. 


| Justice of God not opposed to his Mercy. 

| There is not, perhaps, in the whole range 
of school divinity, a more fruitful source of 
error, than the opinion, so generally enter- 
tained, of the opposing and contradictory 
qualities, influences, and ‘Yequisitions of 
God’s justice and mercy. To read the com- 
mon schemes, as they are called, of theolo- 
gians, one would imagine, that the divine 
mind was never at peace, that a perpetual 
conflict was kept up between its lenient in- 
clinations, and the stern demands of what 
might not irreverently be termed a sense of 
duty, were it not more like the unbending 
fate, which was thought by the ancients to 


divinity ; for though not stated to be so, it 
certainly gives the impression of an eter- 
nal and independent power, which interposes 
itself to forbid the intentions of love. 

This idea is not confined to written sy3- 
tems, and voluminous bodies of divinity ; 
would that it were, for then its injurious ef- 


childten are taught to repeat it in their cat- 
echisms, yourselves repeat it in your church 
creeds, it is forced into the prayers of your 
clergymen, and they insist and dilate upon 
it in their lectures and sermons, over and 
over again. On the great subject of the 
mission, sufferings, and death of the Saviour, 
you are constantly told, that God saw the 
sinful and wretched condition of men; that 
he pitied, and resolved to save them ; but 
they had sinned, rebelled, and fallen ; they 
had committed an infinite offence against an 
infinite Deity, and a frowning, unrelenting 
Justice interposes, and calls for an infinite 
satisfaction, the sacrifice of his only Son. 
Mercy is obliged to yield, justice obtains its: 
demand ; while, in the language of a bar- 
gain, the sacrifice is called an equivalent, and 
the whole transaction is termed a merciful 
plan, a dispensation of of love ! No wonder 
that there are so many infidels, when this is 
represented as christianity. 

Without entering upon an examination of 
the several crrors of this system, a few re- 
marks will be offered on that, which may he 
considered as the fundamental and prevail- 
ing one, namely, the supposition of a disa- 
greement between the attributes of God ; 
the idea that his rigorous justice intercepts 
the benevolent designs of his mercy. 

Is not this opinion, in the first place, de- 
grading to the trae character of Supreme 


the description of Deity, which even our fim 
nite conceptions may fill? Is it consistent 
with the unity of his character, thus to pre- 
sent one of its principles in decided opposit- 
ion to another ? Is it consistent with the 
loveliness of his character, thus to present its 
severity overcoming its benevolence ? Or 
is it consistent with the dignify of his charac- 


-er, thus to present its benevolence yielding 


to its severity ? With such conceptions of 
God, can we feel satisfied, can we feel se- 
cure ? Let any unprejudiced and thinking 
man ask himself these questions separately 
and seriously. 

Is not this opinion, in the second place, 
at variance, not only with proper apprehen- 
sions of the whole divine character, but with 
a proper defipition of the divine justice and 
mercy, singly considered ? What is the jus- 
tice of God, and what is his mercy ? Does 
this justice demand inflictions, from which his 
mercy recoils? We think not. Does his 
mercy ask for indulgeucies, which his justice 
refuses to grant ? We think not. When jus- 
tice is unfeeling, and regards not, as its sole 
and ultimate end, the happiness of its ob- 
jects, it certainly is not just ; it ceases tobe 
justice, and takes the aspect and character 
of cruelty. And when mercy is short-sight- 
ed and partial, acting from impulse, rather 
than from a sense of right, and relieving 
present misery, rather than consulting for 
real and lasting good, it is no longer mercy, 
it has degenerated into weakness. Who will 
ascribe either of these dispositions to God ? 
Who will say, that his:justice is but wrath, 
and his mercy but unguided feeling ? And 
yet this is virtually said by those, who hold 
the opinions against which we are contend- 
ing ; it is virtually said by the common er- 
ror which we have stated ; it was virtually 
said by those systems, which make our re- 
demption the result of opposing principles 
and counsels, and the performance of a pre- 
vious stipulation. There is no getting away 
from these inferences. Inthe common sys- 
tems of divinity, the justice and mercy of 
God are plainly represented as distinet and 
spec Now these qualities, in their per- 
fection, fever can be either distinct or op- 
posed ; for perfect justice will ‘always have 
pity on weakness and frailty, and perfect 
mercy will always unfalteringly pursue the 
straight and only course, which leads to the 
best possible consequences. 

The idea, therefore, of an opposition be- 
tween the justice and mercy of God, arises 
from a gross misapprehension of those at- 
tributes themselves, and is unworthy of the 
divine character. If these prepositions are 
established, it follows, in the ‘hird place, 
that it will preduce injurious effects on our 
own minds. Religion is so important a sub- 
ject, that religous error must be hurtful in 
some way or other, and in a greater or less 
degree. God is the object and end of all 
religion, and so far as a particular system of 








his bedy, and in addition to this, take proper 


Perfection ? Does it not leave a blank in 


religion inculcates wrong conceptions of 
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God, must be a false one, and false in its 
very foundation. God is the Supreme Dis- 
r: he governs our lives according to 
will, and keeps in his own hands the en- 
tire regulation of our future destiny, We 
are weak and powerless ; we cannot stand 
before him ;, we know that we cannot ; un- 
foreseen and uncontrollable events defeat 
our intentions, and defy our calculations; 
and death comes, we know not how or 
when, to close the present scene. It must 
affect us nearly then, to know what is the 
character of this Being ; and according to 
the conceptions which we form, will be in a 
reat measure the complexion of our re- 
igious opinions, and the tone of our relig- 
ious language. 


If, then, we regard him as a monarch, | God 


whose resolutions are taken without refer- 
erence to the nature and circumstances of 
those whom he governs, and whose inflic- 
tions are determined by a principle, which, 
however severe it may be, he is compelled 
to follow, we must of coutse regard him 
with feelings, which, in great part, will be 
those of apprehension and dread, with feel- 
ings which ought not to be connected, no, 
not at all, with the Only Wise and Good, 
with feelings which are calculated to re- 
press the confidence and grateful love, with 
which we should seek our Father, and which 
should not be suffered to mingle with the 
adoration of the heart. And this is the fact. 
And this is the explanation of many of the 
su itious notions and ébservances, which 


reflect any thing pa honour on the relig-|he could not foresee effects, nor determine | ourselves with disgrace. 


ton of Christ. Saviour has been pray- 


men have brought down perfection to the just and merciful. In the counsels of God, 
level of their own ideas, or in other words, there can be no wavering, nor even deliber~. 
have substituted imperfection in its place, | ation ; the course that alone is proper, the 
They have considered, not so much the true course that alone conduces to the best pos- 
the justice and mercy which live upon eatth, , throughout all eternity, that course is alone 
are conformed to their earthly residence,! pursued, and it is pursued exactly when ite 
and modified by the passions, the weakness, | operation is called for by infinite wisdom, 
the false judgment, the short-sightednessof: This course is just, at the same time that it 
man. It is true, that we must form our con- | is merciful, end merciful because it is per~ 
ceptions of the personal attributes of Gol,' fectly just. It never deviates on account oF 
from corresponding qualities among out-i motives, which we should call compassion- 
selves ; but then we must not confine then ate, because if it should ever deviate. in the 
kere, but remember that they are to be in-' least, it would cease to be both just and 
vested with omniscience and infinity ; in! merciful, It never can be swayed by sen- 
short, united to one another, and united ty; timents of anger or revenge, because, as it 
’ consults the good of the whole, and the good. 
To illustrate by an example. Brutus of each individual, it must terminate in the 
pronounced judgment against his own sons, happiness of alk. Let us henceforth have 
because the good of the commonwealth, as more enlarged and exalted conceptions of 
he thought, required that they should die. that Almighty Being, who is both Wis- 
This act has been praised by some us jvs!, dom and Love, whose justice cannot be un- 
and condemned by others as unmerciful.' merciful, and whose mercy cannot be unjust ; 
One will think that he displayed his heroism) whose justice and mercy are one. ; 
in sacrificing the feelings of a father to the Universalist Magazine. 
existence of the state ; and another, that the — 
voice of nature should never have beeh so CHANGE OF OPINION. 
cruelly stifled at the call of a heartless the-| It is really diverting to hear the clamor, 
ory, or the prospect of an uncertain good. made by certain persons, abcut a change of 
But the fact is, we are not competent to de- opinion, and a desertion from certain points 
| cide at all on the case, bechuse we can nei- of doctrine. We are often greeted with the 
ither balance motives nor consequences. jsound, that to renounce our attachment te 
| Neither was Brutus capable of deciding the creeds of the Church, is to prove our- 
whether he acted wright or wrong, beeause selves, “unstable as water,” and to ccver 
And week and 
, whether the father or the magistrate ought | contemptible as this silly declaraticn is, no 





ideas to some understanding of perfectia, | all that we mean, when we say that they are 


and abstract nature of justice and mercy; as sible ends, in every possible connexion, and — 





ed to, and hundreds of saints have been ‘to have prevailed in the decision. He only doubt many persons are prevented by it, 
prayed to, in preference, yes, we scruple acted according to the best of his judgment ; ' from publishing their real sentiments, and 
not to say, in preference te the great and and that is all which any man can do in a are thus pursuaded to act the hypocrite. 
only true »bject of worship : because a ser-' question of opposing feelings, interests, and;To show the fallacy of such a position, I 
vile and unworthy fear was entertained of considerations. But here is the error. ' would take the liberty to inquire ; Did not 
that object, and other beings and names- Men have supposed the Deity to be placed Paul Change his opinion, when he renounc- 
were resorted to, in order to propitiate and in a certain situation : and thenhave under- ed Judaism, and embraced Christianity ? 
favourably incline the Holy One, who is al-' taken to say how he must have been influ- Did not John Calvin and Martin Luther 
ways more ready to hear, than we are to enced, and how he ought to have determin-| change their opinions, when they revolted 
pray, and always more willing to forgive us ed, and actually did determine, under the from fhe Romish Church, and svt up for 
our sins, than we are to forsake them. existing circumstances. 
What is the language of nine out gf ten of taken to say, from their own notions of what Presbyterian leaders change their opinions 
the hymns which are addressed f Christ, would have been felt and done on earth, when they forsook their former Creeds an 
and sung in christian churches? Plainly what in reality was felt and done in heaven ; Churches, and established a new order of 
this ; that Christ is a merciful, benignant, without reflecting that they were applying things ? Have not the Baptists, Methodists, 
and compassionate being, who interposed this rule to a Being, who is impassible and and in fact, all other sects, with the excep- 
between the anger of and the destruc- omniscient, and who could not, therefore, tion of the Romish Church, done the same. 
tion of men, and offered himself as a sacri-' entertain any inclination in opposition to any | And, are they prepared to call those chan- 
fice to thet inexorable vengeance, which principles, or be guided by any circumstan-: ges, proofs of fickle instability, disgraceful 
neither could nor would accept of any other. | ces, of which he did not clearly see all the: acts. 
Is this reason, is this religion, is this chris- | bearings, relations, and results, itinually soliciting people to change their 
tianity, is this in accordance with the lan-| We shall conclude this essay by giving! opinions, and come overto them ? And when 
guage of him, who said, “ Why callest thou | such a view of the justice and mercy of God, : they succeed, do they brand them with dis- 
me good, there is none good but one, that | as will form a summary of what has been’ graceful instability ? Should a Universalist 
is God ?”’ . | offered on this subjuct. To speak strictly, desert his cause, and unite with any of those 
Now what can be the origin of s0 mon-| we should say, that justice and mercy were; orders, would it. be a disgraceful act? If 


strous an error? We conceive it to be occa-} not separate qualities of the divine mind, but | not, should it be considered so, for an Epis- 
sioned by referring the character and coun-| that, although we used the names separately, | copalian, Presbyterian. &c. to come over to 
sels-of God to the very imperfect standard | for the sake of convenience and accomoda-' Universalism ? If change of opinic ns be dis- 

The greceful instability. Have net every crderin 
ways of God are niGuT, and this expresses é 





of ouf own actions and feeelings. By this, | Som, they were, in fact, the same. 


~we mean, that instead of raising their own hristendom disgraced themselves? For 


They have under- themselves ? Did not the Episcopalian and | 


Are not all those various orders cone . 
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aandergone continual changes, three hundred 
‘years, 

7 But a desertion from the Church is a 
erime too. Because it is a breach of a sol- 
emn covenant with God. Wonderful! And 
so a man, that binds himself to the Church, 
binds himself to God, never to believe differ- 
ently, or, if he should be driven by force of 
evidence, to adopt a different belief, he is 
bound, in a solemn covenant to God, to act 
the hypocrite and deny the fact. A man, or 
woman, that would subscribe to such a cov- 
enant with such an understanding must be 
a fool or maniac. For, no rational person, 
would guarantee, in the sight of God, that 
he would or could believe the creed, he had 
subscribed to, for a single hour. Yea, con- 
viction might flash upon his mind, and 
change his belief, while in the very act of 
confession. He who did not understand 
the nature of the covenant, could not be 
beund by it, and there is therefore no more 
crime in disavowing the Church covenant, 
than in changing the opinion on any other 
subject. It is base, it is ungenerous, it is 
black ingratitude in any person, to use such 
means, to hold in bondage, those whose very 
souls revolt with horror, from the creeds, 
they are either compelled hypocritically to 
support, or submit to be pointed at with the 
finger of scorn, as unstable, ficle minded 
persons, heretics, and sacrilegious covenant 
breakers. But, we understand the subject :, 
It is neither disgraceful nor criminal to re- 
nounce any doctrine, but the heart chilling 
and God dishonouring doctrine of an endless 
Hell. A man may reject any thing else and 
believe this, aud neither disgrace nor crim- 
inate himself. ‘He whose house is ‘tiled 
with glass, must not throw stones at his 
uighbour.” A word tothe wise is sufficient. 

, Liberalist. 


REMARKS ON PSALMS CIX. 71. 

“It is good for me that } have been afflicted.” 

How happy is that man, who can sustain 
himself in the hour of distress by a consid- 
eration that his affliction is for good! God, 
in his wisdom, frequently commands the ro- 
sy tint of health to leave the cheek, and the 
fell arms of disease to encircle the frame of 
his children. And those whoare insensible to 
the goodness of the Creator, who see not the 
benefical effects following his dispensations, 
are too apt to murmur at their fate, and com- 
plain of the severity and vigor of the Al- 
mighty. But the man, whe calmly investi- 
gates the matter, and, with a view to im- 
provement, endeavors to discover consola- 
tion under woe, conceives that this affliction 
is for some benefical purpose, as being de- 
signed by the Creator of the universe, who, 
from this “ seeming evil, is still educing 


“there is not one whose sentiments have not ' waited by the gentle gales of propituous for- 


tune, we are too apt to undervalue the bles- 
sings of health, and society, of relatives and 
friends. We behold disease, poverty and 
wo, pass by us, unheeded and unrelieved. 
We see weak, withering age tottering with 
infirmity without offering that support which, 
in justice, is its due. We cannot form an 
adequate idea of those blessings, which the 
all-bountiful hand of Providence has show- 
ered down upon us. Under these circum- 
stances, what could be more suitable to us 
than the afflictions which we often endure ? 
What more medicinal than the bed of sick- 
ness ? Here we are brought to a calm re- 
flection on our past lives ; consider what we 
have done amiss ; and Jament the many in- 
stances of idle folly, and depravity of con- 
duct, which we never had opportunity to 
think upon before. Here too, while we-are 
languid and melancholy, and low and wan, 
we make resolves that if Providence will as- 
sign us a new term of existence, we will 
strive to conduct in such a manner as to win 
our own approbation, as well as that of oth- 
ers. And from this bed, we, by slow de- 
grees arise ; and prepare to enter into a 
new state of existence, 


“See wretch, who long has tost, 
On the galling bed of pain, 

Atléngth repair his vigor lost, 
And breath afd walk aguin ! 


The meanest flowrct of the vale, 

The simplest note that swells the gale, 
The conimon sun, the air, the skies, 
‘To him are opening Paradise.” 


Who then, can rationally say, that God 
afflicts but for the wisest and best of purpos- 
es? Who, with these considerations be- 
fore him, ean say, that our afilictions are 
not for good ? Who, after rising from the 
bed of pain and anguish, and throwing off 
the shackles of disease by which he has long 
been confined, can forbear crying out in the 
pathetic and expressive words of Scripture, 
“It is good for me, that I have been afflic- 
ted.” 

I shall not endeavour to conceal, that some 
virtuous men are frequently afflicted beyond 
what, to our finite understandings, would 
seem meet. And some have had the pre- 
sumption to pronounce it injustice. But f 
content myself with what the Oracles of di- 
vine truth declare on this subject, which to 
my mind are abundantly satisfactory. They 
declare that “‘whom he loveth he chasten- 
eth ;—that he doth not afflict willingly nor 
grieve the children of men ;” that “ though 
he cause grief, yet will he have compassion 
according to the multitude of his mercies.” 
it is moreover, an instance of human weak- 


ness ty adduce it as an argument against! 





good 4 


The advantages of affliction are some- 


times obvious. When «e are in health and, 
prosperity and aur existence, as it were, ! 
wlides smevtaly dewo the stream of tine, 


God's justice in thic werlt that we ds not 

‘see the woad effects ce roromthe afflie-: 
tiers! virtne Tats t+ ven ecine the right 
of God abne, whe sees “hy veh the vast 
wheels of tins siupead sus 


world,—and governs it with absolute eway, 
always, however, possessing that love o& 
wards his creatures, which dictaed the cree 
ation of them. U. Magazine. 


ANECDOTE. 

A gentleman in town a few days sincé, 
from the country, observed to a friend ofthe, 
Editor, that he had long been satisfied, that 
to suppose the Almighty had designed or 
would permit the future @ndless mise 
one human soul, was derogatory to his char-. 
ter as God. Being invited to attend church 
and hear a Universalist Sermon, he declined 
doing so; saying, such were his impressions. 
that he was fearful it would be the means of 
convincing him the doctrine was true! 

. REMARKS, 

How many real Universalists, are thus 
prevented from hearing and professing the 
only doctrine they can believe, without tra- 
ducing the character of their Heavenly Pa- 
rent. Warned by their preachers, biased 
by early Education, feartul of consequen- 
ces, they stand aloof, nor dream that the 
very sentiments, they would appear to avoid, 
are deeply imprinted on their own hearts, 
and constitute their principal joy, and only 
true source of happiness. 


CONSISTENCY. 

The opposers of UNIVERSAL SALVATION 
are continually finding fault with Universal- 
ists, for dwelling so muelt.on. the love and 
mercy of Gop. They say, we ought to re~ 
member his sustice as well as his MERCY. 
Supposing we were to yield to the senti- 
ments of our brethren, and ask them to in- 
form us what will satisfy the demands of sus- 
ticB. They would tell us, that justice DE- 
MANDS the ETERNAL MISERY of 
the transgressor. Let us listen for further 
instruction on this point. ‘“ If God were to 
deal with us according to strict susTicE, we 
should ALL be consigned to the darkness of 
despair.” Listen again., ‘‘Oun how won 
derful it is, that such Hell-deserving sinners 
as we are, should yet be spared, when JUS- 
TICE demands that we should be cut down 
as cumberers of the ground.” 

Now as all have sinned. and come short of 
the glory of God, ALL, according to strict 
JuSTICE must be damned for JusTicE must 
have its demands, and ETERNAL DAMNATION, 
can alone satisfy its requirements. How 
then shall any be saved ? Oh the MERCY, 
the wonderful mercy of Ged, says the oppos- 
er, “saves our souls from hell.”” Why do 
they not say, that merey viotaTes the eter 
nal principle of JUSTICE, and saves man 
from its proper and consistent requirements. 

But if mercy saves a Calvinist or a Meth- 








odist. why not a Universalist, why not all 
mankind ? And if Mercy is that divine pow- 
er that triumohs in the salvation of man, 
why may not Universalists preach the mer 
cy of Ged, as well as others ? And if sua 


me. hine, the, T1cx is to be released or abandoned in part, 
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to save one, why may it not in roTo, to save 
all mankind. As believers in eternal mise- 
ry are so anxious that justice should have 
its DEMANDS, on whom do they intend it 
-shall be administered—On themselves ? No. 
They take shelter under the wings of mErR- 
ey. They are perfectly willing as to them- 
selves, that God should dispence with jus- 
tice, and deal altogether in mercy.—With 
them a “ God all mercy” may be a “ God 
unjust,” but in regard to others, a God all 
JUST may be a God UNMERCIFUL. 
How perfectly this accords with the com- 
mand of the Saviour, “I say unto you love 
your enemies,” &c. R. Inquirer. 





sneuinien 


--- PROVIDENCE, 
Sarurpay, Marcu 17, 1827, 





*¢ Earnestly contend for the faith.” 





. FOR THE TELESCO°E AND MISCELLANY. 
LETTER 
To J—~ F—— Esq. of W***ham., 
(conctcrep FRoM PacE 16.) 

We will now attend to a few passages 
from the New Testament, in confirmation of 
~. this delightful and interesting subject. 

Christ says, “And I, if I be lifted up 
from the earth will draw all men unto me.” 
Again, “If any man believe not I 
judge him not; for I came not to judge | 
the world, but to save the world.” (John) 
“xii; “For the Son of man came to 
seek and to save that which was lost.”’ Now, 
sir, when all the lost are found, and saved, 
and drawn to Christ, wil) not all the world 
be saved ? He does not say, he will draw 
some unto him—that he will seek and save 
some that were lost—that he will save some 
of the world, and that on certain conditions ; 
but he says, absolulely, that he will draw all 





men unto him---that he came to save that | 
(not a part of that) which was lost ; that he | 
tame to save the world, And there are good | 
reasons why Christ should save all! the world ; | 
for, in the first place, his Father loved the | 
world, and sent him to save it. (John iii. | 
16.) Secondly, his Father had given ail, 
things into hishands. (Matt. xi. 2,8. and 
xii. 2,7. Jobn iii. 35. and xiii. 3.) and 
commissioned him with power ‘sufficient to | 
accomplish the salvation of the world: 
And hence he says, “ All that the Father ' 
gavest me shall come to me, and he that 
cometh to me, [ will in no way cast out ; 
for I came from heaven not to do mine own 
will, but the will of him that sent me ; and 
this is his will, that of all he hath given me, 
I should lose nothing. but should raise it up | 
again at the last day.” (John vi. 37, 39.) 
And Christ has died for all--tasted death 
for every man---gave himself a ransom for 


of transgression, and reconcile all things un- 
to himself through the blood of his cross. 
— ii. 9, 14. Col. i: 20. Dan. ix. 24.) 
ost assuredly it is, and to suppose the re- 
verse is to deny the goodness of God, and 
the authenticity of the word of inspiration. 
As Christ has declared be came to do the 
will of his Father, it may be necessary to in- 
quire more particularly what this willis. 

St. Paul tells us that God’s will is, that 
all men should be saved and come unto the 
knowledge of the truth. (I Tim. ii. 4.) and 
that God worketh all things atter the counsel 
of his own will. Now, as it is God’s will 
that all men should be saved, and He being 
immutable, it never was his will “to pass by 
some and ordain them to a state of dishonour 
and wrath, to the praise of his vindictive 
justice :” And, as he is impartial, it never 
was his will or good pleasure to elect some 
of mankind to everlasting lite, and to bring 


er ! For, scripture declares, that ‘‘ on him 
(Christ) was laid the iniquities of us all ;” 
that, ‘‘ by his stripes we are healed ;” that, 


abound ;” that, ‘as in Adam all die, ecen 
soin Christ shall all be made alive ;” that, 
“as by the offence of one, judgment came 
upon all men to condemnation, even so, by 
the righteousness of one, the free gift came 
on ail men to justificatiotfi of life.” (Rom. 
v. 18. I Cor. xy. 22.) Because Universal- 
ists believe that ali men will be finally saved, 
you infer and intimated that they deny the 
doctrine of regeneration and the utility of a 
moral change in order to fit them to dwell 
with Christ. But this, sir, is a mistake. 
They do not believe that men can be saved 
in sin and without regeneration. They be- 
lieve regeneration and holiness necessary 
to happiness, for without it no man can see 
the Lord or the kingdom ofGod. They be- 
lieve mankind are saved by the washing of 
regeneration and the renewing of the Holy 
Ghost. They beheid the Lamb of God who 
taketh away the sin of the world, and who is 
to reconcile all things unto himself, whether 
they be things in earth or things in heaven, 
through the blood of his cross which clean- 
seth from all sin.” See Col. i. 20 Also, 
Universalists believe that if any man be iin 
Christ he is a new creature ; that old things 
will be done away and all things become 
new. Perhaps you will admit that if any 
man be in Christ he is a new creature, and 
that al] such must be saved, but deny that 
all men shall become new creatures in 
Christ. Listen then to the Words of the in- 
spired Paul. As in Adam all die even so in 
Christ shail all be made alive. Again, Eph. 
i. 9, 10. “ Having made known unto us the 
mystery of his will, according to his good 
pleasure which he hath purposed in himself, 
that in the dispensation of the: fullness of 


all, to be testified in due time. Is it not, times, he might gather together in one, all 
then, reasonable to belieye that he will de- things IN CHRIST, both which are in 
etroy the devil and his works—make an end|heaven and which are on’ earth, even in 


HIM.” Here, sir, is positive testimony 
that all shall be gathered togethor in Christ, 
and made alive in Christ, consequently all 
will be regenerated and made new creatures, 
for as we have borne the image of the earth- 
ly, we shall also bear the image of the heav- 
enly. Again, he says, (I Cor. 15, see 
the whole ae “Behold I shew you a 
mystery : we shall not all sleep but shall all be 
changed in a moment, in the twinkling of 
an eye, at the last trump. The trumpet 
shall sound and the dead shall be raised in- 
corruptible, and we shall be CHANGED: 
For this corruptible must put on incorrup- 
tion, and this mortal must put on immortali- 
ty, so when this corruptible shall have put 
on incorruption and this moftal shall have 
put on immortality, then shall be brought to 





pass the saying that is written, death is swal- 


| lowed up in victory.” Thys, sir, I have 
| proved that ali men shall finally be regener« 
some unto a state of salvation by a Redeem-- > 


ated—blessed in Christ—gathered together 


_in Christ—made alive in Christ—put on im- 
| mortality and become new creatures in Christ 
ithe head of ‘every man—thus shall every 
‘“ where sin abounded, grace did much more | 


creature which is in heaven, and on the 
earth, and under the earth, and such as are 
in the sea, and all that are in them be heard 
to say, blessing, and honour, and glory, and 
power be unto him that sitteth upon the 
throne and unto the Lamb for ever and ev- 
er. Rev. v. 13. 

Respectfully yours in the belief of the 
truth. J. M****, 

Carver, Feb. 22, 1827. 

FOR THE TELESCOPE AND MISCELLANY. 
To the Editor of Zion’s Herald. 
Sir, 

Observing, some time since, in your pa- 
per, a few concluding remarks, as it was 
then said, from Dr. Clark’s whole Commen- 
tary of the Bible, which evidently shewed 
his great research, candor and principal aim 
to ascertain the truth in translating it. We 
do not wish to speak one word against Dr. 
Clark’s Commentary—we sincerely consider 
him a learned scholar, and well versed in 
the various original languages of the scrip- 
tures. Our main object is not now to judge 
of the real merits of his work, only in gen- 
eral terms. We do not wish “to render 
railing for railing,” against writers, but we 
would plainly remind you of your conduct 
as it respects your willingness to publish 
from other orthodox papers, the piece enti- 
tled, “ Wicked Devices Ezposed”—which- 
grossly insinuated “ Easy directions how to 
get a name in the world, or notice of Rev. 
Mr. Kneeland’s translation of the New Tes 
tament.” We are aware that you did not 
first publish this scurrilous piece in question, 
but several of the orthodox sect set the ex- 
ample, who had nothing better t~ fill up their 
dry and vapid columns—Yes, the Boston 
Recorder and Telegraph—Religious Intelli- 
gencer, and aiso we see it in another vile 





vehicle which you highly recommended to 
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So 





a 

your readers, and said, “ it bids fair to ‘« 
abundantly useful to the cause of truth and’ 
piety.” We are sorry: to-say, that you were 
so morally blind, that “‘ the dalent discovered 
in it,”’ by yourself, should possess.so many 
factitious and gross materials—for “a tr. e 
is known by its fruit””—‘ and a corrupt tree” 
will certainly “bring forth corrupt fruit.” 
If you like such fruit, we are willing you 
should have a full repast at such dainties. 

We now write more particularly to you, 
and also condemn, in the strongest terms, 
other editors as unfair, because we consider 
Dr. Clark as one of your persuasion—i. e 
we have been credibly informed so.—We 
will now ask you a few questions, and we 


endeavour to apply them siric//y to your own 


and others consideration..- How should you 
feelif the Universalists and Unitarians should 
publish such a piece of ridicule on Dr. 
Clark’s Commentary, as has been published 
against Mr. Kneeland’s N. Testament ? 
How should you like to have it said that 
Dr. Clarke only sought “easy directions 
to get a name in the world,” and nothing 
more ? Has not Dr. C. said as much in his 
own favour, in establishing his own senti- 
ments, as Rev. Mr. K. ever did ? We say, 
ves, but we do not wish to attach vile mo- 
tives without any proof, to Dr. C’s views in 
his translation. Are there none in the world 
but the Methodists, Hopkinsians, Calvinists 
and Baptists, who are worthy of literary at- 
tainments ? Cannot the Universalists and 
Unitarians read and learn things as deeply 
and as correctly as others, even yourself? 
Are those to be despised and degraded, be- 
eanse they happen to differ from your relig- 
ious views? Are the publications of the 
Universalists to be viewed only in the eze- 
crthle and detestable light of disseminating 
the principies of infidelity ?—and because a 
certain paper happens to solicit patronage 
t» support it, it must be stated by a serious 
Editor, as “the death of an Iufidel ?? Why 
did you not have the candour, “ the so0od 
wi!! towards men,” and charily, after you had 
announced the death ofthis infidel paper, so 
called by yourself, when it was again revived 
and circtlated more. extensively than ever, 
to state in your columns in large capital let- 
ters. the resurrection or resuscitation of an 
“infidel ?? Do you not now think that it is 
somewhat remarkable, that an “ infidel’ 
should revive after death ? Did you not use 
the word death in a very strange and unbe- 
coming manner? No doubt you were in 
hopes it was dead, but did you imagine, un- 
der the then existing circumstances, as they 
were plainly stated, that you used a very 
proper term ? Did you not grossly misrep- 
resent facts ? Do you not know that there 
is a vast difference between the meaning of 
deoth, and the mere susnension of a thing ? 
Let the compunctions of your own con- 
science answer the above queries, for we 
verily helieve and conclude that i rill, as 
correctly as we can do it—Do you 








think that truth will suffer, or lose 
ground by such slander and detraction ? You 
may vaunt yourselfto be some one of the 
popular party, but remember that self-exalt- 
ed greatness does not nor will not make a 
christian ! ! 1 
We could enlarge qn this topic much fur- 
ther, but do not deem it expedient to spend 
our time in trifles, which result from. your 
fantastic reveries. It belongs to you and 
others to prove Mr K’s translation as incor- 
rect or false—He has put it in your power, 
if you are able, to point out to him all the 
faults that can be discovered, and by so do- 
ing, you would receive his warmest thanks. 
He does not wholly rely on his own abilities 
as being perfectly correct—no, he requested 
all the literary characters of the Union, in 
a respectful, fervent and humble manner, to 
set him right where he might err, and for so 
doing, it is called, ‘“‘ Wicked Devices Expo- 
sed.”” What a wonderful and astonishing 
exposure! We would say, however, that 
we consider Mr, K’s “ wicked devices” ve- 
ry small when compared to those wl.o see fit 
to misrepresent and ridicule his right and 
motives in such pernicious colors. We on- 
ly wish you to place Dr. C. in the same sit- 
uation, and apply the same piece to him that 
“ Therm meter” wrote. as it might he with 
the same propriety and with a» much trut®. 
If this were done by the Universalists, 
would you not view it as being very ungen- 
erous. and void of all charitable feelings to- 
wards your own sect ? We think you would. 
But may heaven forbid, that any of those 
who may happen to differ and be more liber- 
afthan you, or your party, should ever lay 
such a charge to Dr. C’s motives without 
any just grougd. No, we are willing that 
he should thjpk and write according to his 
views, and allow him to be sincere in it ; 
hut conclude, however, as strenuously, that 
others do an? »:!] exercise the same privi- 
lege in writing their opinions, and be equal- 
ly as correct and sincere. We call no man 
master on earth. We trust that enough has 





now been said, and wi!! close with the words | 
of our Saviour—“ Judge not that ye be not | 
judged. For with what judgment ye judge, | 
ye shall be judged : and with what measure | 
ye mete, it shall be measured to you again.” | 
“ Yea, and why even of yourselves judge ye 
not what is right ?” St. Matt. vii. 1. and 
St. Luke xii. 57.—Yours respectfully. 

R. C##, 

Middleboro,’ Feb. 27, 1827. 





FOR THE TELESCOPE AND MISCELLANY. 
REPLY 
To “ THeorHiLaNnTHRoPist,” who appeared 
in the columns of this paper of Dec 2d. 
(coxTINUED FROM PAGE 182.) 
Unavoidable absence and numerous other : 
engagements have compelled me to neglect 
the continuance of this reply for several 
weeks past. I now cheerfully resume it ; 





not because I ama lover of controversy, but | 


because the stale objectiéa which Theophi+ 
lanthropist has sought to predicate upon the 
supposed discrepancy of the morality of Mo- 
ses and Christ, is tauntingly hurled from the: 
tongue of almost every Deist : If. sober ex- 
amination, therefore, of what Christ hath 
said in the latter part of St. Matt. 5th chap- 
ter, will contribute to assist the minds of any 
of my readers in escaping from the shackles 
and the darkness of infidelity, I shall feel 
amply rewarded for any labour I may be- 
stow upon this subject. 

In my last, I promised to consider the 38th’ 
and 39th verses of this chapter, which read 
as follows : 

“Ye have heard that it hath been said, an 
eye for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth: 
But I say unto you, that ye resist not evil :. 
but whosoever shall smite thee on thy right 
cheek, turn to him-the other also.” 

In the former of these verses, our Lord 
has reference to the penalty imposed upon 
certain acts of violence, by the law of Mo- 
ses; though not contained in the moral 
branch of that law : As may be seen by turn- 
ing to Exodus xxi. 24. ost writers which 
I have consulted upon this text and context, 
denominate it the law of retaliation : Though 
in the common acceptation of ihe word I 
think a name more appropriate might have! 
been employed. 

That the charge of contradiction between 
Moses and Christ, which T. has urged, 
may be fairly removed; we should bear in 
mind--1. That a punishment, equal to the 
injury done by the violence of an individual 
to his neighbour, was prescribed by the pen- 
al code of Moses ; and which was doubtless 
for the purpose of guarding the .persons of 
individwals against the danger of unjust vio- 
lence and cruelty. 

2. That this penalty or punishment, was 
not left to be inflicted by the person who 
had sustained the injury, but by the proper 
officers of civil justice, who were appointed 
to try his cause, and decide upon his guilt 
or innocence according to the evidence 
which sheuld come before them. From 
these facts, it wi'l appear equally as absurd 
to suppose that the civil law which prescri- 
bed the punishment of certain crimes, in 
the days of Moses, was hostile to the moral 
rules imparted by Christ to his disciples, as 
it would be to suppose that the civil laws of 
“ar own times are opposed to the morality 
of the gospel : And we think that no. Atfor- 
ney, who pretends to any considerable read- 
ing, will hazard his reputation for legal 
knowledge, by an assertion to the contrary. 

3. The law which obliged the offender ta 
suffer the same injury which he inflicted by 
unjust violence upon another, was long in 
force among the Greeks and Romans. We 
are informed that this law was so pertina- 
ciously adhered to in Athens, that if a man, 
by violence, put out the eye of another who 
had but one, the criminal was condemned to 


lose both of his eyes, as it was judged that 
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‘the loss of one eye Would not be equal to the 
misfortune which he had caused the other. 
In the days of Christ, and before, it appears 
that the Jews had appealed to this law,’ 
(whose execution belonged solely to the 
‘civil authority,) as a pretext for justifying 
their private resentments, and to cover the 
enormity of a revengeful and vindictive spir- 


it. Their practice, in this respect, was) 


nothing less than that of taking the laws in- 
to their own hands, and becoming Plaintiffs, 
Judges, and Executioners, at the same time. 
Thus private resentments were carried to 
the greatest extremes, and divisions and bit- 
ter animosities prevailed among them to an 
ularining extent. 

4. To remove this ground of animosity, 
and to introduce a pacifick spirit and prac- 
tice among his followers, the Saviour com- 
manded, saying—* Resist not evil :” or the 
evil person, as the Greek words may be 

roperly rendered. The meaning of our 
rd, undoubtedly was, to forbid his disci- 
ples using the weapons of unjust violence to 
repel an unlawful outrage, as that would 
render them equally guilty of the transgres- 
sion of the law of Moses, as those were whom 
they resisted. 

5. The disciples of Christ, it will be re- 
collected, were perseculed for righteonsness’ 
sake ; and that by the Jewsand Gentiles : 
it was therefore necessary that they should 
commit their cause to Him, who alone could 
defend them in the hour of peril, instedd of 
rushing inte the vortex of certain ruin, by 
fostering a spirit of retaliation and revenge ; 
and which would also bring reproach upon 
their profession of faith in the Redeemer. 

Thus it is easy to perceive, that by a fair 
construction of the words of Christ, and a 
direct appeal to historical facts, the charge 
of opposition to Moses brought by Theophi- 
lanthropiat, against the Saviour, exists no 
where, but in the conceited imagination of 
an idle and speculative chimerist. 

My next number will be devoted to the 
43d and 44th verses of this chapter ; which 
are all that remain, from which the least 
pretences to reason and candour, could jus- 
tify such a suspicion as that contained in 
the charge of Theophilanthropist. 

Yours with respect. 
Bekever in Divine Revelation. 
_—_—_————————eeeeee 


POETRY. 


“WHY WEEPEST THOU.” 


Does gloomy fate with sullen frown, 
Consume thy soul with care ? 

Hast thou the draaght of misery known 
Whose dregs are dark despair ? 

Art thou oppressed with sorrow’s doom, 
Thy heart with anguish torn— 

Qh, soon that sad and cheerless glooin 
Shall wake a brighter morn ! 











Does tender love bedeck the bier, 
Is dust—with dust inurn’d ? 

Has one—affection priz’d so dear 
To Heaven, and God—return’d ? 

The beauteous flower, that charms the eye 
And decks the smiling plain— 

| With winter’s blast, doth fade and die, 

| But dies—to bloom again ! 

Then why should sorrow wring thy brow— 
Say mourner say—‘ why weepest thou ? 


To Correspondents.—The favours of R. 
Cree*, J. M****, Phares, Theophilus, D**, 
and Jerome, are received, and will be insert- 
ed as convenience permits, 


na neeeiteenieee 





cbeetentmntaniemnnennell 

faarrted, . 

In this town, on Monday morning last, by Rev. Dr. 
Gano, Mr. Samuel Sprague, of Smithfield, to Mise 
| Martha Wood, of this town, 

At Central Falls, Mr. Joseph Bennett, Jr. to Miss 
Betsey Ann Davis, both of Cumberland. 

In Carver Ms. by Benjamin Ellis Esq. Mr. Luther 
Shaw, to Miss Matilda Smith, both of War:ham.—— 
By Nehemiah Cobb Esq. Mr. Sampson McFarland, 
to Miss Polly Shirtliff, both of Carver. 

In Middleborough, Ms. by Seth Miller, Esq. Mr. 
Luther Tillson, of Carver, to Miss Cynthia Lee Bar- 
ron, of the former place. 


Died, 


In this town, on Saturday morning Jast, after a long 
and distressing illness, Miss Martha E. ‘Thurber, 
daughter of Mr. Fayette Thurber, in the 17th year 
of her age. 

On Monday morning last, Delia Maria, oldest 
caughter of Mr. Levi Ellis, in he ninth year. 

In Attleborough, on Monémy evening last, Mr. 
Amos Read, in the 49th year of his agy. 


OBITUARY. 

Died in Carver, Ms. on the 26th ult. Mr. 
John Maxim, aged 82 years. In his death, 
his children and friends sustain an irrepara- 
ble loss. He was an example of industry, 
frugality and piety, and was ever ready to 
impart both moral and religious instruction 
to all with whom he associated. He pos- 
sessed a temperate, moderate and virtuous 
disposition, and for more than 50 years was 
a cordial and respectable member of the 
Church and Society in the town in which 
he lived, and ever merited the approbation 
and affectionate esteem of his brethren. Al- 
though his “ Father in heaven” saw fit to 
subject him to a long and distressing illness, 
yet he ever bore it with christian fortitude 
and resignation ; believing, that, “he does 
not afflict willingly, nor grieve the children 
of men,”’ and that “‘ He chastens but for our 
profit, that we may be partakers of his holi- 
ness.”” He ever appeared willing andready 
to meet the icy king of terrors, with confi- 








Thep why should sorrow wring thy brow— 


Say, mourner, say—‘ why weepest thou a 


dence, having “‘a hope. full of immortality, 
knowing that his Redeemer liveth, who shali 





change his vile body, and fashion it like an< 
to Christ’s glorious body ;”’ Often exclaim- 
ing in the language of Dr. Watts, 

“Oh! Ifmy Lord would come and meet 

My soul would stretch her wings in haste; 

Fly fearless through death’siron gate, 

Nor feel the terrors as she passed: 


Jesus can make # dying bed 

Feel soft as downy pillows are ¢ 

While on his breast I lean my head, 
And breathe my life out sweetly there.” 

May this bereavement of divine provi~ _ 
dence be sanctified to his children an@ 
friends for their everlasting and unceasing 

ood. ‘* Blessed are the dead which die in | 
the Lord, for they rest from their labours 
and their works do follow them.” 
( Communicated.) 


SAMUEL W. WHEELER, 
110 1-2 Westminster-street, 

Will furnish, ready bound, to those whe, 
may wish, the First and Second Volumes of 
the CHRISTIAN TELESCOPE. 

He has also on hand the following Books, 
and Pamphlets : 

Balfour’s First and Second Inquiry, 
. Do. Reply to Sabine, 
Kneeland and M’Calla’s Controversy, 
Kneeland’s Translation of the New Testa 
ment, 
Kneeland’s Lectures 
Do. Ancient Universalism, 
Ballou’s Treatise on Atonement, 

Do. Notes on the Parables, } 
Pickering’s Selection of Psalms and Hy F 

Do. Reply to Doctor Carpenter, 
Stetson’s Six Sermons, 

Discourses, entitled 
The Effects of Intemperance, 

Reflections for the New Year, 
Doctrine of St. Paul, \ 

easons for believing Universalisyg, 

The Book of Job, an Allegory, ' 
Speech of the Dead, 

Salvation of Judas Iscariot, 

The New Birth, 

Doctrine of Atonement, 

Non-personality of the Devil, 

Golden Calf, 

and a variety of Dedication and Installati 
Sermons ; and Discourses on various su 
jects. 


CHRISTIAN TELESCOPE. 
A few sets of the Ist and 2d volumeg, 
bound, may be had on application at this 
office. 








JUST RECEIVED, 
At 110 1-2 Westminster-street, 
“ Reasons for believing in the uli‘mate sab 
vation of all men.” A SERMON, by Rev, 


John Bisbe, second edition. And where ale 
so may be had most of the Books and Pam~ 
phlets designed to support and defend te® 


| doctrine © Universal Grace, 





